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Don George

Lonely Planet’s travel editor has
complle an anthology of true stories
of on-the-road friendliness in
The Kindness of Strangers.
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Which stories are your favorites?
Naturally, I think they're all good. Jan
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Are some places kinder than
other places? Destinations are not kind
to strangers; people are. Some cultures may
cultivate warmer interaction, but kindness
itself transcends place and culture.

Where have you experienced
this? Locals have gone out of their way to
help me in each of the 70-plus countries I've
been to. A Greek family included my family
in its Easter celebration; a Japanese trucker
detoured an hour to drive me to a tiny vil-
lage; a young boy in Cairo led me by the
hand from a sinister neighborhood; a
Kenyan craftsman gave me a carving he'd
just made. I pow find myself going out of
my way to help people, in gratitude for the
kindness that's been extended to me

What's the lesson of your book?
We're all interconnected on life's journey, and
kindness is ours to withhold or bestow. If
we live every day with kindness, we create a
more graceful world, orge W, Stone
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Southern charm:
Locals pass

the time at

39 Rue de Jea

[Neighborhood Watch]

ChoHo,
Charleston, SC

t's been almost 15 years since Hurricane Hugo sacked the Holy City. The storm
decimated Charleston, but the town righted itself and returned to its gracious
ways. An exception: the neighborhoods north of Calhoun Street, which
remained neglected. But in the past three years things have changed. The
shopping corridor has blossomed with home furnishings stores and eclectic eateries.
Demure Charleston has discovered it has its own SoHo—ChoHo—in its midst.

»Marion Square tr ) The ten-acre city pack and former parade
grounds is a neighborhood 1’.1\,m Ilt On mast Saturdays it hosts Charleston's Farmers Market,
where locals shop for produce and view cultural performances.

»39 Rue de Jean (39 A flickering gas lamp marks this French bistro with belle
epoque woodwaork, gildad mirrors, and, charmingly, sushi. A hamburger topped with
Roquefort and served with fries and a glass of the house red will run you $15.

»Circa Lighting (441 Kin ca hawks lumina-
tion inspired by the city's an um traditions
delicate chandeliers to wrought-iron lanterns—as
as sleekly modern lamps

»Gracie Mansion Café
weekend brunch spot offers buttermilk biscuits
three-egg om

ets dished out in neighborly fashion

»Fish
flopped in from t nt is known for
its simple dishes made with fresh Low Country ingredi-
ents: soft-sl ¢l crabs, oysters, fried green tomatoes.
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»Juanita Greenberg's (43¢ It seems more of a bar than a restaurant, but that
doesn't stop locals, especially the hboring College of Charleston crowd, from munching
on the cheap Mexican burritos, nachos, and quesadillas.

»Embassy Suites Travelers can now bunk in the rnmwstln in the 1
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lunch - dinner « late night dining « to-go « sunday brunch
39 john street - charleston, sc - 843.722.8881
www.39ruedejean.com




